
  

Somerset Acute Hospital-based Stroke 
Services Reconfiguration: Stakeholders 

Stroke Core Team 

Name Role Organisation 

Rob Whiting Consultant Stroke Physician 
Clinical Lead for Stroke 
 

Somerset FT 

Julie Jones Community Hospital, Stroke and 
Neurorehabilitation 
Development Programme 
Manager, Primary Care and 
Neighbourhoods Directorate 
 

Somerset FT 

Sara Bonfanti Head of Communications and 
Engagement 
 

Somerset ICB 

Laura Alexander Engagement Lead Officer 
 

Somerset ICB 

Sophie Wickins Project Manager Stroke 
 

NHS SCW CSU 

Simone Rooks Project Officer 
 

Somerset ICB 

Stroke Steering Group 

 

 

Name Role Organisation  

Rob Whiting  Consultant Stroke Physician 
Clinical Lead for Stroke  
 

Somerset FT 

Rick Hein  Expert by Experience n/a 

Jacqui Cuthbert  Associate Director Stroke Association 

Caroline Smith  Nurse Consultant Stroke 
and ISDN Representative 
 

Yeovil District Hospital 

Sarmad Shah ED Consultant Yeovil District Hospital 

Emma Machin Consultant Emergency Medicine Somerset FT 

Alex Sharp Senior Clinical Lead (Dorset) SWASFT 

Wendy Longley Consultant Nurse Dorset County Hospital 

Peter Thorpe  Project Support Officer, Elective 
Care, Systems Integration 

Dorset ICB 

Julie Jones  Programme Manager Stroke Somerset FT 

Sara Bonfanti  Comms & Engagement Lead Somerset ICB 

Scott Sealey  Associate Director of Finance 
Strategy - Finance Lead 
 

Somerset ICB 

Sophie Wickins  Project Manager Stroke NHS SCW CSU 

Simone Rooks  Project Officer Somerset ICB 



  

Stroke Clinical Reference Group  

The Stroke Clinical Reference Group (previously called the Stroke Transformation Group) was initially 

formed to develop the recommendations from the 2019 stroke strategy and has been bought together 

again to support this work.  

The group has been central to the co-design of the options for the reconfiguration of the hyper acute 

stroke services. 

Name Role Organisation  

Rob Whiting  Consultant Stroke Physician 
Clinical Director Neurology and Stroke  

Somerset FT 

Rick Hein  Expert by Experience n/a 

Jacqui Cuthbert  Associate Director Stroke Association 

Caroline Smith  Nurse Consultant Stroke Yeovil District Hospital 

Sarmad Shah ED Consultant Yeovil District Hospital 

Julie Thomas General Manager for Internal Medicine Yeovil District Hospital 

Joanne Hill CNS Stroke Yeovil District Hospital 

Khalid Rashid Consultation Stroke Physician Yeovil District Hospital 

Adam Turner Head of Imaging Somerset FT 

Emma Machin Consultant Emergency Medicine Somerset FT 

Rebecca Halley Sister in Charge Somerset FT 

Lorna Brown Service Manager Somerset FT 

Andy Lowe Consultant Radiologist Somerset FT 

Emma Cubitt  Somerset FT 

Dumin Karunatilake Stroke Consultant Somerset FT 

Natasha Wolfe  Somerset FT 

Alex Sharp Senior Clinical Lead (Dorset) SWASFT 

Louise Balson Clinical Lead SWASFT 

Wendy Longley Consultant Nurse Dorset County Hospital 

Anita Thomas Divisional Manager, Urgent and Integrated 
Care 

Dorset County Hospital 

Andrew Miller Divisional Manager for Urgent and 
Integrated Care 

Dorset County Hospital 

Maria Smith  Dorset CCG 

Peter Thorpe  Project Support Officer, Elective Care, 
Systems Integration 

Dorset CCG 

Clare Bennett Improvement Facilitator Somerset FT 

Julie Jones  Programme Manager Stroke Somerset CCG 

Sophie Wickins  Project Manager Stroke NHS SCW CSU 

Simone Rooks  Project Officer Somerset CCG 



  

  

Stroke Stakeholder Reference Group – People with Lived Experience 

 

Fit for My Future Programme Board up to 30 June 2022 

Name Role Organisation 

James Rimmer Chief Executive Somerset CCG 

Jonathan Higman Chief Executive Yeovil District Hospital  

Peter Lewis Chief Executive Somerset FT  

Maria Heard Programme Director, Fit for My 
Future 

Somerset CCG 

Caroline Greaves Programme Manager, Fit for My 
Future 

Somerset CCG 

Judith Goodchild  Chair Healthwatch Somerset 

Pat Flaherty Chief Executive  Somerset County Council 

Alison Henly Director of Finance, 
Performance and Contracting 

Somerset CCG 

Will Doran Strategy and Transformation NHS England and NHS 
Improvement 

Shelagh Meldrum Chief Officer - Collaboration & 
Partnership  

Somerset FT & Yeovil District 
Hospital 

Trudi Grant  Director of Public Health Somerset County Council 

Sara Bonfanti Head of Communication and 
Engagement 

Somerset CCG 

Jessica Cunningham Executive Director of Operations SWASFT 

Jennifer Winslade Executive Director Nursing & 
Governance 

SWASFT 

 

Organisations (no individual names due to confidentiality) 

Two people who survived a stroke  

Carer and Ambassador for Carers UK 

Loved one of person who had a stroke 

Carer for person who had a stroke mimic 

Stroke Association 

Healthwatch Somerset 

PPG Chair 

Experience and Engagement Manager, Yeovil District Hospital 

Diversity Voice 



  

 

Fit for My Future Programme Board from 1 July 2022 

Name Role Organisation 

Jonathan Higman Chief Executive NHS Somerset ICB  

Peter Lewis Chief Executive Somerset FT and Yeovil District 
Hospital 

Maria Heard Programme Director, Fit for My 
Future 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Caroline Greaves Programme Manager, Fit for My 
Future 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Judith Goodchild  Board Chair Healthwatch Somerset 

Alison Henly Director of Finance, 
Performance and Contracting 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Shelagh Meldrum Chief Nurse  NHS Somerset ICB 

Trudi Grant  Director of Public Health Somerset County Council 

Sara Bonfanti Head of Communication and 
Engagement 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Sarah James Acting Executive Director of 
Quality and Clinical Care 

SWASFT 

Alex Sharp Head of Clinical Development SWASFT 

Andy Miller 
Divisional Manager for Urgent 
and Integrated Care 

Dorchester County Hospital 

Neil Bacon 
Chief Strategy and 
Transformation Officer  

NHS Dorset ICB 

Somerset ICB Board 

Name Role Organisation 

Paul von der Heyde Chair NHS Somerset ICB 

Jonathan Higman Chief Executive NHSE Somerset ICB 

Suresh Ariaratnam Non-Executive Director NHS Somerset ICB 

Christopher Foster Non-Executive Director NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Caroline Gamlin Non-Executive Director NHS Somerset ICB 

Grahame Paine Non-Executive Director NHS Somerset ICB 

Alison Henly Chief Finance Officer and 
Director of Performance 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Bernie Marden Chief Medical Officer NHS Somerset ICB 

Shelagh Meldrum Chief Nursing Officer NHS Somerset ICB 

Jade Renville Director of Corporate Affairs NHS Somerset ICB 

Victoria Downing-Burn Director of Workforce Strategy NHS Somerset ICB 



  

Charlotte Callen Director of Communications and 
Engagement 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Trudi Grant Director of Public Health Somerset County Council 

Peter Lewis Foundation Trust Partner 
Member 

Somerset Foundation Trust and 
Yeovil District Hospital 

Mel Lock Local Authority Partner Member Somerset County Council 

Dr Berge Balian Primary Care Partner Member  

Judith Goodchild Non Voting Member Healthwatch 

Katherine Nolan Non Voting Member Somerset SPARK 

Clinical Executive Committee  

Name Role Organisation 

James Rimmer Chief Executive and CEC Chair Somerset CCG 

Ed Ford CCG Chair Somerset CCG 

Alex Murray Clinical Director FFMF and STP Somerset CCG 

Val Janson Director of Quality and Nursing Somerset CCG 

Alison Henly Director of Finance, 
Performance and Contracting 

Somerset CCG 

Neil Hales Director of Commissioning Somerset CCG 

Maria Heard Programme Director Fit for My 
Future 

Somerset CCG 

Alison Rowswell Acting Director of 
Commissioning 

Somerset CCG 

Kathy French Acting Director of Quality and 
Nursing 

Somerset CCG 

Tom MacConnell Associate Clinical Director: 
Integrated Care 

Somerset CCG 

Dr Emma Keane Associate Clinical Director: 
Primary Care 

Somerset CCG 

Dr Jeremy Imms Acting Associate Clinical 
Director: Primary Care 

Somerset CCG 

Dr Kate Staveley Associate Clinical Director; 
Women’s and Children’s 
Services 

Somerset CCG 

Dr Peter Bagshaw Associate Clinical Director: 
Mental Health and Learning 
Disabilities 

Somerset CCG 

Dr Will Chandler Associate Clinical Director: 
Planned Care 

Somerset CCG 

Dr Iain Chorlton Associate Clinical Director: 
Urgent and Emergency Care 

Somerset CCG 

Dr Justin Harrington Associate Clinical Director: 
Digital Strategy 

Somerset CCG 

 



  

Somerset ICB Executive Committee  

Name Role Organisation 

Jonathan Higman Chief Executive and Chair NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Bernie Marden Chief Medical Officer NHS Somerset ICB 

Shelagh Meldrum Chief Nursing Officer NHS Somerset ICB 

Jade Renville Director of Corporate Affairs NHS Somerset ICB 

Victoria Downing-Burn Director of Workforce Strategy NHS Somerset ICB 

Alison Henly Chief Finance Officer and 
Director of Performance 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Charlotte Cullen Director of Communications and 
Engagement 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Maria Heard Programme Director Fit for My 
Future 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Alison Rowswell Interim Director of 
Commissioning 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Emma Savage Deputy Director of Quality and 
Nursing 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Tom MacConnell Associate Clinical Director: 
Integrated Care 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Peter Bagshaw Associate Clinical Director: 
Mental Health and Learning 
Disabilities 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Will Chandler Associate Clinical Director: 
Planned Care 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Iain Chorlton Associate Clinical Director: 
Urgent and Emergency Care 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Justin Harrington Associate Clinical Director: 
Digital Strategy 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Jeremy Imms Associate Clinical Director: 
Primary Care 

NHS Somerset ICB 

Dr Kate Staveley Associate Clinical Director; 
Women’s and Children’s 
Services 

NHS Somerset ICB 

 


